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INTHECLAIMS 
Pleaiie amend clauns 28, 35, 3S, and 39 as follows: 

1-19 (canceled) 

20 (previously presented) A rotary die cutting apparatus for cutting a moving web of 
material having first and second opposing i^ces Into blanks^ said apparatus, comprising: 
a pair of cylinders in peripheral contact; 

a rotary die mounted to one of said cylinders, said rotary die having cutting elements 
thereon adapted to pierce both first and second faces and generate blanks and scr^ portions 
ficom the moving web of material; 

means for gripping scrap portions, said gripping means extending from said rotary die, said 
gripping means registering with at least.some of said scmp portions as said die rotates, said 
gripping means sized and positioned so as to pierce tbxougfa the first face of the moving web and 
not to pierce through the second face of the moving web; and 

a stripping knife having an edge for contacting said stxrap portions as said scrap portions are 
stripped away from said gripping means. 

2 1 . (previously presented) The ^aratus of claim 20 wherein each said pair of 
cylinders have co-acting cutting elements thereon. 

22. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 21 wherein said gripping means 
has a top surface that does not extend above said cutting elements. 
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23. deviously presented) The apparaliis of claim 20 wherejjx said grippizig means 
integrally formed with said rotary die. 

24. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 20 wherein said gripping means 
includes a plurality of projections arranged in a pattern of isosceles triangles. 

25. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 24 wherein said a plxirality of 
projections are approximately equally spaced apart. 

26. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 24 wherein for a web material 
havtag a thickuess of about .010 inches said projections have a height of about .015 inches. 

27. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 24 wherein said projections are 
spaced together within a range of from about 25 to about 400 projections per square inch. 

28. (currently amended) A rotary die cutting apparatus for cutting a moving web of 
material into blanks, said apparatus comprising: 

a pair of cylinders in peripheral contact; 

a rotary die removably mounted to one of said cylinders, at least one of said rotary dies 
having a cutting element thereon adapted to generate blanks and scrap portions from the moving 
web of material, the outer edge of said cutting element beinglocated a first distance from the 
centerline of the one said cylinder; 
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a plurality of gripping elements extending from the one said cylindex, said gripping 
elements registering with at least some of said scrap portions as said cylinders rotate, said 
gripping elements sized and positioned so as [ not to pioroo complotoly ] to pierce at least 
partially t hrough said scrap portions, each said gripping element having a tip located from the 
centerline of the one said cylinder by a distance less than the first distance; and 

a stripping knife having an edge for contacting said scrap portions as said scrap portions 
are stripped away from said gripping el^ents. 

29. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 28 wherein each said pair of 
cylinders have co-acting cutting elements thereon. 

30- (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 28 wherein said gripping elemrats 
are integrally formed with one of said rotary dies using one of the methods of electrical discharge 
machining, photo-etching, and chemical etching, 

31. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 28 wherein said gripping elements 
are airanged in a pattern of isosceles triangles. 

32. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 31 wherein said gripping elements 
are approximately equally spaced apart 
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33 . (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 28 wherein for a web material 
having a thickness of about .010 inches said gripping elemetits have a height of about .015 
inches. 

34. (previously presented) The apparatus of claitn 33 wherein said gripping elements 
are spaced together within a range of from about 25 to about 400 gripping elements per square 
inch. 

35. (currently amended) A rotary die cutting apparatus for cutting a moving web of 
material into blanks, said apparatus comprising: 

a pair of cylinders in peripheral contact; 

a rotary die mounted to one of said cylinders^ said rotary die having cutting elements 
thereon adapted to generate blanks and scrap portions from the moving web of material; 

a plurality of gripping elements extending from the surface of one said [- cylind e r] 
rotary die, said gripping elements registering with at least some of said scrap portions, as said 
cyhnders rotate, said gripping elements sized and positioned so as to partially pierce tbrougih the 
thickness of said scrap portions, each said gripping element being integral with each other said 
gripping element; and 

a stripping knife having an edge for contacting the leading edges of said scrap portions as 
said scrap portions are stripped away from said gripping elementsF-r^l. wherein said nluraHtv of 
gripping elements are formed integrally with the one sa id rotarv die. 
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3 6. (previously presaitcd) The apparatus of claim 35 wlieiein each said pair of 
cylinders have co-acting cutting elements thereon. 

37. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 35 wherein said gripping elements 
are febricated integrally using one of the methods of electrical discharge machining, photo- 
etching, and chemical etching. 

38. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim l-^] 35. wherein said gripping 
elements are arranged in a pattern of isosceles triangles. 

39. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim [-57-1 35 wherein said gripping 
elements have a height of about .015 inches. 

40. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 37 wherein said gripping elements 
are spaced together within a range of from about 25 to about 400 gripping elements per square 
inch. 

41. (previously presented) The rotary die cutting apparatus of claim 20 wherein said 
gripping means includes a plurality of gripping elements having the shape of truncated cones 
having an undercut upper portion* 
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42. (previously presented) The rotary die cutting apparatus of claim 28 wherein said 
gripping means includes a plurality of gripping el^ents having the shape of truncated cones 
having an undercut upper portion. 

43. (previously presented) The rotary die cutting apparatus of claim 35 wherein said 
gripping means includes a plurality of gripping elements havixig the shape of truncated cones 
having an imdercut upper portion. 
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